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Buddha's Light International 
Association of Western 
Australia Inc 

$30,000 Vesak - Buddha's Birthday and Multicultural Festival 2024 –  
This is an annual event celebrating Vesak. Vesak commemorates the birth, 
enlightenment, and death of Gautama Buddha. The festival aims to promote social 
harmony, mutual respect and understanding through meditation, art, cultural displays, 
music and dance performances, mindfulness activities and vegetarian food. In 2024 
the large cultural event will take place in the Supreme Court Gardens on 13-14 April 
2024. 
 

Celebrations 
2024 

Chung Wah Association Inc $30,000 Perth Chinese New Year Fair 2024 – Perth Chinese New Year Fair 2024 will welcome 
the Year of the Dragon. The Fair is a well-established part of Western Australian festival 
calendar. The annual cultural festival brings together WA's Chinese community to 
particpate in and facilitate cultural performances, demonstrations, cultural games, 
and other traditional activities. The large cultural event will take place on Sunday, 11 
February 2024 in James Street, Lake Street, Northbridge Piazza and Yagan Square, 
Northbridge. 
 

Celebrations 
2024 

Vietnamese Community in 
Australia - WA Chapter Inc 

$30,000 Tet Vietnamese New Year Celebration 2024 – This event celebrates the Vietnamese 
Lunar New Year. In 2024 the event will be held in Girrawheen on 16-17 February 2024. 
The large cultural event promotes cross-culture understanding, by sharing and 
celebrating the Vietnamese cultural spirit, enhancing social cohesion and harmony. 
 

Celebrations 
2024 



COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM 2023-2024 
 

Organisation Funding 
amount 

Event/project Category 

AFG Young Leaders $2,500 Towards the Light – Towards the Light is a program targeting recently arrived Afghan 
women from refugee backgrounds, aiming to address the complex issues faced when 
attempting to settle in Australia. These issues include parenting, housing, cultural 
differences, family dynamics, language barriers, and family and domestic violence. 
The program will deliver one workshop a week over 10 weeks at Redcliffe Community 
Centre. Participants will undertake a sewing class followed by facilitated sessions on 
various topics addressing community needs. Program partners and facilitators include 
ASeTTS, Communicare, Mirrabooka Service Centre, and the Department of 
Communities - Child Protection and Family Support team.  
 

Community 
Capacity 
Building 

Association of Malaysians in 
Western Australia 

$5,000 Bridging the Gap Community 
Capacity 
Building 

Australian Asian Children 
Education and Development 

$5,000 Community Capacity Building – The program aims to address the challenges that are 
being faced in the households of Chinese migrants predominantly relating to parent-
children relationships and the strain caused by prioritising careers often resulting in 
loss of language and culture in children. The program will deliver a series of ten 2-hour 
parenting workshops and parent-child bonding activities to support the well-being of 
community members and encourage family participation and engagement. 
Workshops will discuss a range of topics including how to support a child's emotional 
wellbeing, supporting effective communication, and how to get the most from daily 
reading.  

Community 
Capacity 
Building 
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Centre for Thai Language and 
Culture of WA Inc 

$2,500 Together we enjoy success – Centre for Thai Language and Culture of WA will hold a 
half day event designed to promote the current work of the organisation to inspire new 
volunteers and leadership within the Thai community. The project will facilitate 
workshops and discussions around the need and purpose for the association and 
promote the importance of volunteers and new leadership in the community. Talks will 
be led by Dr Linda Maule, a social work professional in the department of Justice, and 
Ms Melissa Chalenor, president of the Thai Australian Business Council of WA. The 
program aims to reconnect with Thai migrants and families, reinvigorate the work of 
the organisation and promote community pride in their culture. 
 

Community 
Capacity 
Building 

Eritrean Community WA $5,000 Youth Discussion Forum – The Youth Discussion Forum will bring together community 
leaders and young people from the Eritrean community to facilitate intergenerational 
learning and foster skills and leadership development for the young people. The event 
is held following the successful graduation of 12 Eritrean community leaders from the 
ASeTTS Community Innovators Volunteers and Leaders (CIVAL) program who will share 
their learnings and act as cultural mentors for the young people. In addition, a half day 
youth workshop will be delivered by community development consultant Sarah Janali 
who will facilitate a social impact coaching session. 
 

Community 
Capacity 
Building 

Karen Welfare Association WA 
Inc 

$5,000 Building Resilience and Capability in the KWA Volunteer Workforce. Community 
Capacity 
Building 
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Malayalee Association of WA 
(MAWA) 

$4,218 Safe Steps: Empowering Seniors, Inspiring Futures – Safe Steps is a community project 
designed for the Malayalee community in Western Australia. Held on 7 October at the 
Melville Community Centre Hall the project aims to address two key aspects: promoting 
senior citizens' safety by providing information sessions on preventing injuries and falls; 
and supporting high school-aged students through presenting various pathways options for 
their future. Through sessions led by a professional Rheumatologist, seniors will gain 
insights into injury prevention and fall safety measures. Simultaneously in an evening 
session, high school students will have the opportunity to explore career and education 
pathways, guiding them toward making informed decisions about their future. These 
informative sessions will be facilitated by Senior Teachers and Professors. Safe Steps aims 
to foster a supportive and inclusive environment while bridging the generation gap within 
the Malayalee community, promoting well-being, and inspiring a brighter future. 
 

Community 
Capacity 
Building 

Mongolian Association of 
Western Australia 

$5,000 Empowering Community – Connection, Networking, and Belonging –  
Empowering the Community is a program developed in response to key issues identified 
within the Mongolian community, including settlement support for young parents and new 
migrants. The program will deliver two workshops. The first targeting young mothers and 
discuss topics around parenting and will be presented by Relationships Australia. The 
second workshop will target new migrants addressing topics such as the Australian legal 
system, and career opportunities, and will be presented by Multicultural Services Centre of 
WA. Additionally, fortnightly information sessions will be held to provide support for new 
migrants and the wider Mongolian community. The program aims to provide Mongolians 
migrants with efficient and effective support regarding their well-being, quality of life, and 
integration into Australian society.  
 

Community 
Capacity 
Building 
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Palestinian Community of WA $5,000 Empowering Resilience: A Community Support Day Community 
Capacity 
Building 

Perth Ethiopian Women's 
Community Inc 

$5,000 Embracing diversity for our Ethiopian youth Community 
Capacity 
Building 

Perth Indonesian Community 
Inc 

$4,000 Indonesian Dance for Mental Health – The project aims to support Indonesian and 
Chinese women to navigate issues of mental health and social isolation, particularly 
following the impacts of COVID-19. Two mental health info sessions followed by a dance 
session will be held in October at the Cockburn Community Centre. The sessions will be 
facilitated by a registered bilingual psychologist who will support participants to navigate 
difficult conversations about mental health and provide advice on practical ways to look 
after their mental health. This session will then be followed by a traditional Indonesian 
dance activity that aims to support social connectivity and provide culturally appropriate 
respite following the serious discussion. The program will be delivered in partnership with 
Multicultural Connect Australia who will facilitate the dance activity and promote the 
program to the Chinese community and assist in the facilitation of the program. 
 

Community 
Capacity 
Building 

Tanzania Community of 
Western Australia 

$5,000 Fahari Ya Tanzania Community 
Capacity 
Building 
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Tongan WA Inc $5,000 Tongan Community Building event – The Tongan Community Building Event aims to build 
community capacity and strengthen social cohesion within the Tongan Community in WA, 
particularly in response to the growing number of migrants in recent years. The project 
targets the local Tongan community, including elders, as well as seasonal workers. The 
one-day event will be held at Leederville Community Hall and will be made up of three 
community building activities; cultural performances, educational workshops on 
employment rights, health and immigration, and Talanoa (conversation) an open dialogue 
session aimed to promote communication and knowledge sharing amongst the 
community. Additionally, there will be opportunities to connect community members with 
local employers. 
 

Community 
Capacity 
Building 

Zimbabwe Association of 
Western Australia 

$3,300 Youth and Parental Coaching for improved health and wellbeing –  
The project aims to improve the mental health and well-being of young people in the 
Zimbabwean community and address communication issues within families as impacted 
by migration. The project is motivated by the recent losses of young people in the 
community due to mental health issues.  
The project will deliver a full-day workshop targeting parents and young people, starting 
with a presentation on health and well-being followed by breakaway sessions separating 
the two groups. At the end of the day, the groups will reconvene and as a community to 
formulate an action plan to address the issues going forward. The sessions will be 
delivered by health professionals from Moonlight Health and Wellbeing Services and 
Nuanced. 
 

Community 
Capacity 
Building 
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Australian Arab Association $10,000 Multicultural Eid Carnival 2024 – The family-friendly festival will be held on 13 April 2024 
and aims to showcase the diverse cultures and traditions of Muslim communities who 
celebrate Eid. The festival will celebrate Eid Al Fitr and include a carnival of rides and 
games for children and young people, stalls and activities showcasing multicultural food 
and culture, and a program of cultural stage performances.  
 

Festivals 
(FES) 

Bunbury Chinese New Year 
Festival Inc 

$5,000 Bunbury Chinese Lantern Festival 2024 – The Bunbury Chinese Lantern Festival is a 
community event spanning over two evenings, 12 — 13 January and held in the 
International Friendship Garden in Bunbury. The festival celebrates Chinese culture and 
will feature lantern and light installations for the community to walk through and interact 
with, there will also be BBQ street food available and a designated picnic area for 
attendees. Local Noongar artists from the Bunbury Regional Art Gallery will contribute 
traditional lanterns along with a dragon made by four local South West schools. 
Additionally, the Bunbury community will be  involved in developing the installations in 
preparation for the event across multiple lantern decoration workshops. 
 

Festivals 
(FES) 

Bunbury Multicultural Group 
Inc 

$10,000 South West Multicultural Festival – The South West Multicultural Festival will be held on 
24 January at the Graham Bricknell Music Shell and Bicentennial Square. The annual free 
event has been held over the last 20 years and focuses on celebrating multiculturalism and 
friendship with the CaLD families living throughout the Bunbury Geographe area and 
surrounds. The event will include 20 multicultural food stalls, cultural games and 
interactive activities, and a concert under the stars.  
 

Festivals 
(FES) 

Burundian Community in WA $5,000 Burundian Cultural Week Celebration Festivals 
(FES) 
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Ellenbrook Punjabi Council Inc $5,000 Ellenbrook Multicultural Festival 2023 – The Ellenbrook Multicultural Festival 2023 will be 
held on 28 October 2023 at Charlotte Vineyards Oval in Ellenbrook. This event will offer the 
diverse Ellenbrook community an opportunity to showcase their unique heritage and aims 
to build great community cohesion. The event will feature a diverse program of on-stage 
performances including singing and dancing by various CaLD groups as well as food trucks 
featuring various cuisines. Ellenbrook Punjabi Council is in partnership with the Ellenbrook 
Multicultural Community Inc who are delivering the festival.  
 

Festivals 
(FES) 

Japan Festival Inc $10,000 Japan Festival Matsuri 2024 – Now in its ninth year, the event will be held on 23 March 
2024 at Supreme Court Gardens, Perth. This free annual event aims to showcase 
contemporary and traditional Japanese culture through a program of stage performances, 
martial arts demonstrations, Japanese kimono and cosplay parades, information and 
activity stalls, and at least 25 food stalls.  
 

Festivals 
(FES) 

Midwest Multicultural 
Association Inc 

$5,000 Festival of Lights 2023 – The Festival of Lights will be held on 5 November 2022 at the 
foreshore Geraldton Multipurpose Centre. Centred around the cultural celebration of 
Diwali, the event is also a celebration of the rich cultural diversity of the Mid West region. 
The festival is to be inclusive with a variety of cultural food stalls, family-focused activities, 
and performances. It will give members of the local community an opportunity to dress in 
traditional clothing and perform dances and songs from their country of origin. 
 

Festivals 
(FES) 
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Mongolian Association of 
Western Australia 

$5,000 Mongolian “Naadam” Festival – The Mongolian Nadaam Festival will be held on 13 July 
2024 at Sir James Mitchell Park located on the South Perth Foreshore. The festival will 
feature a number of Mongolian traditions including singing and dance, horse head fiddle 
performances, as well as archery and wrestling demonstrations. There will also be 
Mongolian food and clothing stalls. The festival will be delivered in partnership with the 
Mongol School of WA and supported by the Consul of Mongolia in WA.  

Festivals 
(FES) 

Nepali Association of WA 
(NAWA) Inc 

$5,000 Nepali New Year 2081 – The Nepali New Year Festival will be held on 13 April 2023 at 
Forrest Place in the CBD. The event will be held during the day and will showcase Nepalese 
culture through live dance, music and food stall offerings, this is the largest celebration of 
Nepalese Culture in WA. The free event will be accessible to the broader community to 
participate and learn about traditional Nepali culture and practices.  
 

Festivals 
(FES) 

Nigerian Association of 
Western Australia 

$5,000 Naija Fest 2023 – NAIJAFEST 2023 will be held on 14 October 2023 at Mills Park in 
Gosnells. The festival will be held as a one-day free outdoor event to celebrate Nigeria’s 
cultural identity and facilitate intercultural relationships with the broader community. The 
festival will feature authentic Nigerian cuisine, a fashion parade, traditional dance, music 
and poetry performances, as well as interactive arts and craft activities. The festival has 
received support from the Igbo Association of WA, Yoruba Society of WA and Edo Nigeria 
Association of WA.  
 

Festivals 
(FES) 
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Perth Indonesian Community 
Inc 

$5,000 Perth Indonesian Festival and Food Bazaar – Presented in partnership with the Malay 
Association of WA, the festival is a free event that will be held on 2 March 2024 at Forrest 
Place, Perth. The festival celebrates Indonesian culture as well as promotes vibrant 
multiculturalism in Perth. There will be family friendly cultural activities for children, live 
performances showcasing traditional dance and music from Indonesian and Malay 
cultures and a selection of Indonesian and culturally diverse food vendors.  
 

Festivals 
(FES) 

Perth Italian Festival Inc $5,000 Perth Italian Festival 2023 – The Perth Italian Festival will be held at Langley Park on 
Saturday 6 April 2024. The festival will feature both traditional and contemporary cultural 
experiences including, Italian folk music and opera performances, Italian cooking 
demonstrations and food stalls, as well as a fashion parade and Italian car and motorbike 
display. The festival will target Italian migrants and members of the broader community as 
well as local Italian businesses who will be presented with an opportunity to promote their 
business and network with corporate sponsors. The 2024 event also coincides with the WA 
Italian Club’s 90th Birthday, which will be celebrated as part of the event. 
 

Festivals 
(FES) 

Polish Dance Group 
Kukuleczka Inc 

$5,000 Folkloriada Festival – The Folkloriada Festival will be held on 13 January 2024 at Forrest 
Place in the CBD. The event celebrates Polish culture through live performances, food 
stalls, language demonstrations as well as interactive games and activities for children and 
families. The festival also aims to showcase the Polish youth community who will deliver 
the artistic performance program throughout the day. The festival will target the Polish 
community and broader with a focus on families and young people.   
 

Festivals 
(FES) 
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Shire of Katanning $7,500 Katanning Harmony Festival 2024 – This annual festival celebrating Harmony Week aims to 
showcase the cultural diversity of the upper Great Southern region of Western Australia. The 
free street event will be held over 22 -23 March in Katanning, and in 2024 will have the theme 
“One Home, One Heart, Embracing Harmony Together”. Activities will include a Friday food 
night featuring food trucks and live music, as well as tours of the Kanning Mosque, cultural 
Q&A’s, a public exhibition and a street festival with a parade.  
 

Festivals 
(FES) 

South West Indian Group Inc 
(SWIG) 

$5,000 SWIG Bunbury Diwali 2023- Festival of Lights – SWIG Bunbury Diwali 2023 Festival of 
Lights will be held on  25 November 2023 at the  Bunbury Italian Club. The Bollywood themed 
event is an annual celebration of multiculturalism in the South West region. It is ticketed at 
around $20 for adults which includes a buffet dinner and live stage performances featuring 
diverse cultural music, dance and song. 
 

Festivals 
(FES) 

The Kenyan Community of 
Western Australia 
Incorporated 

$5,000 Kenyan Cultural Extravaganza – The Kenyan Cultural Extravaganza will be held on 7 
October 2023 at the Wanneroo Showgrounds. The free public event will be held in 
celebration of Kenyan and African identity in Western Australia. Activity highlights include 
cultural music, dance, skits, children’s shows, fitness challenges, and a fashion show. 
 

Festivals 
(FES) 

Australian Arab Association $50,000 Arab Festival 2024 Major 
Celebration 
Festivals 
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Chung Wah Association Inc $20,000 Chinese New Year Fair 2024 – Perth Chinese New Year Fair 2024 will welcome the Year of 
the Dragon. The Fair is a well-established part of Western Australian festival calendar. The 
annual cultural festival brings together WA's Chinese community to participate in and 
facilitate cultural performances, demonstrations, cultural games, and other traditional 
activities. The large cultural event will take place on Sunday, 11 February 2024 in James 
Street, Lake Street, Northbridge Piazza and Yagan Square, Northbridge. 

Major 
Celebration 
Festivals 

Organisation of African 
Communities in WA Inc 

$70,000 Africa Week 2024 – Africa Week is a 3-day event celebrating African culture and heritage, 
giving opportunity to enhance business relationships between Australian and Africa, and 
supporting young emerging entrepreneurs to business opportunities. Activities comprises of 
three key events, Africa’s Got talent on day one, a community festival on day two and a 
business expo closing off celebrations on day three. 
 

Major 
Celebration 
Festivals 

Centre for Asylum Seekers, 
Refugees and Detainees 

$100,000 Literacy Clubs – The Literacy Clubs project seeks to expand CARADs Opening Doors 
program which supports CaLD clients with a range of educational, employment, and social 
inclusion needs. The program has experienced an increase in school aged children 
accessing the program and with several schools seeking support for their students. The 
project will take an asset-based collective impact approach and trial Literacy Clubs within 
schools that have a higher intake of students from humanitarian backgrounds. The project 
will be resourced by volunteers to run the clubs and target children who are limited in their 
learning due to language barriers. The model will be trialled across 2-3 schools across 12 
months and will work towards a sustainable model of delivery. Discussions have been 
undertaken with Koondoola Primary School and Nollamara Primary School.  
 

Strategic 
Projects up 
to $100k 
(SP100) 
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Edmund Rice Centre WA Inc $100,000 Youth Advocacy and Leadership Development Project –  
The Youth Advocacy and Leadership Development Project seeks to support the personal 
development of young people from migrant and refugee backgrounds through leadership 
and advocacy training. The program will target young people from migrant and refugee 
backgrounds aged 10-24 years, as well as provide cross-cultural opportunities with First 
Nations young people. 
The program will deliver monthly leadership activities, one-on-one mentoring, and peer 
support with a focus on introducing participants to advocacy and training opportunities. 
Activities will be delivered in Mirrabooka as well as three other ERCWA hubs where there is a 
high population of CaLD young people.  
 

Strategic 
Projects up 
to $100k 
(SP100) 

Ishar Multicultural Women's 
Health Services Inc 

$100,000 Empowered Daughters and Mothers – The Empowered Daughters and Mothers project 
seeks to support the personal development of young women and  build the health and safety 
of families. The project aims to address the increasing issue of displacement in young 
women and an increase in referrals from schools and police for a range of antisocial 
behaviour and domestic violence issues.   
The project will target young women aged 14 – 25 and their mothers and will deliver a series 
of health and wellbeing workshops alongside individual sessions with the young women, 
offering mentoring and mediation with the aim of improving family dynamics and achieving 
sustainable outcomes for the family. 
 

Strategic 
Projects up 
to $100k 
(SP100) 
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Multicultural Services Centre 
of Western Australia Inc 

$100,000 Harmony Hues – MSCWA’s Harmony Hues project seeks to support disengaged young 
people from migrant and refugee backgrounds by utilising hip hop as a tool for cultural 
exploration, skill development, and personal empowerment.  
The project will deliver a series of music and creative writing workshops led by CaLD hip-hop 
artists and held at the MSCWA Morley office. Participation will be targeted towards young 
people from new and emerging communities including Karen, Chin, Sudanese, Somalian, 
Ukranian and Latin American communities. Activities will be held weekly across 12 months 
with the project culminating in a public concert.   
  

Strategic 
Projects up 
to $100k 
(SP100) 

Australian Arab Association $46,955 Creative Minds – Creative Minds is a 6-month program that aims to promote positive health 
and social well-being through targeted initiatives to a diverse cohort of the Arabic-speaking 
community. The program comprises a series of interactive workshops and activities that 
provide an opportunity to engage the community in health and well-being initiatives that are 
tailored to each demographic. Activities include sewing workshops for women held twice a 
week for 6 months, a 3 week wellness course for women, eight bullying information sessions 
for parents and young people, once a month conversation circles for men discussion topics 
such as mental health, gambling and accessing health services and once a week health and 
wellbeing sessions for young people. All sessions will be hosted at the Thornlie Community 
Centre. 
 

Strategic 
Projects up 
to $50k 
(SP50) 
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Australian Asian Association 
of Western Australia Inc 

$50,000 Migrants and Refugees Capacity Building program – The project comprises three discrete 
capacity-building programs that address the priority needs of the CaLD community, 
particularly women.  Australian Asian Association will deliver a Driving, Sewing, and 
Swimming program that targets CaLD women from refugee migrant backgrounds from 
Middle Eastern countries including Afghanistan and Syria as well as Burundi, Myanmar, 
Eritrea, and The Republic of Congo. This project is delivered following the successful trial of 
the programs delivered last year. Participation in the program is subsidised and culturally 
appropriate licensed instructors have been selected to facilitate. Sessions for each program 
will run every week for approximately seven months and will be delivered at the 
organisation’s Perth and Gosnells office, swimming classes will be held at the Cannington 
Leisureplex. Program partners supporting promotion and referrals include CARAD, Red 
Cross, Culture Care WA, Australian Karen Organisation Inc and Towhid Association, 
additionally Royal Life Saving WA will facilitate the swimming lessons.  
 

Strategic 
Projects up 
to $50k 
(SP50) 

Bunbury Multicultural Group 
Inc 

$30,000 Driving To Make A Difference Stage 2 – Driving to Make a Difference Stage 2 will provide 
increased opportunities for women from CaLD backgrounds living in the South West region 
to access subsidised driving lessons. The program targets women from CaLD backgrounds 
who have recently immigrated to the South West. The program will expand its reach from 
only women living in the City of Bunbury to the wider Bunbury Geographer region including 
the shires of Capel, Harvey and Dardanup. The program provides women with a minimum of 
10 lessons with professional culturally appropriate driving instructors with the aim for 
participants to pass the practical test and obtain a license. Obtaining a driving license will 
support participant independence and confidence, reduce isolation and create 
opportunities to access services and employment.  
 

Strategic 
Projects up 
to $50k 
(SP50) 
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Edmund Rice Centre WA Inc $50,000 ERCWA Case Work support post 5 years – This program targets CaLD migrants and 
refugees who have lived in Australia more than 5 years and are not currently participating in 
the Settlement Engagement and Transition Support program (SETS). Priority support will be 
given to CaLD clients who may be unemployed or financially disadvantaged, have limited 
English literacy, victims of crime or elderly. 
Funding will allow for a dedicated caseworker to be employed for a year to conduct a 
comprehensive client needs assessment, provide one one-on-one assistance with online 
and hard copy applications and forms, recruit and train a minimum of two support work 
volunteers and facilitate the delivery of 12 workshops. Workshop topics will include scams 
and how to avoid them, how to complete online inductions and information on the 
citizenship process.   

Strategic 
Projects up 
to $50k 
(SP50) 

Indian Society of WA $44,000 Family Welfare to prevent Family and Domestic Violence Project Strategic 
Projects up 
to $50k 
(SP50) 

Multicultural Futures Inc $50,000 Citizenship workshops Strategic 
Projects up 
to $50k 
(SP50) 

 


