
At a glance: 
Youth from Culturally and Linguistically 
Diverse Backgrounds

•    there were 54,979 young people aged
between 12 and 24 years from CaLD
backgrounds in WA. CaLD young people
comprised 14% of the Western Australian
population of the same age and 13.4% of the
overall CaLD population in WA

•    between 2011 and 2016, the number of CaLD
young people increased at a faster rate–4%
annually–compared with the total Western
Australian population (2%) and Australia-
born cohorts (–0.6%)

•     the population of Western Australian CaLD
young people was the fourth largest after
New South Wales (172,746), Victoria (169,340)
and Queensland (73,942)

•   the top 10 birthplaces of Western Australian
young people from CaLD backgrounds
were the Philippines, India, China, Malaysia,
Singapore, Zimbabwe, Indonesia, Thailand,
Vietnam and Afghanistan

•   the most common ancestry responses
were Chinese, Indian, English, Filipino,
Australian, Vietnamese, Indonesian, Afghan,
Malay and Thai

•     the top 10 languages other than English
(LOTE) spoken at home by CaLD young
people were Mandarin, Tagalog, Punjabi,
Filipino, Cantonese, Arabic, Vietnamese,
Indonesian, Hindi and Thai

•     81% of CaLD young people spoke a LOTE
and most (91.3%) spoke English very well or
well; 7.6% did not speak English well or at all

•   over three-quarters of CaLD young people
(76.6%) migrated between 2006 and 2016

The Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries, Office of Multicultural 
Interests (OMI) works in partnership with culturally and linguistically diverse (CaLD) 
communities, community sector organisations, government agencies and the private 
sector to ensure that young people from CaLD backgrounds are empowered, valued and 
supported to reach their full potential.

Major facts and trends 
According to the 2016 ABS Census:

•    most (91.8%) lived in the Perth metropolitan 
area, mainly in the Local Government Areas 
(LGAs) of Canning, Stirling, Gosnells, 
Wanneroo, Swan, Melville, Cockburn, 
Armadale, Joondalup and Bayswater

•    regional LGAs with more than 100 CaLD 
young people were Kalgoorlie-Boulder, 
Bunbury, Greater Geraldton, Karratha, 
Albany, Busselton, Harvey, Broome, Port 
Hedland and Capel

•   42% of CaLD young people were affiliated 
with Christianity, 11.2% with Islam, 8% each 
with Buddhism and Hinduism, and 22.1%
identified with secularism and other beliefs

•    80.1% of CaLD young people aged 12 to
24 years were enrolled as full-time or
part-time students

•  38.3% of CaLD young adults  (aged 18 to 24 
years) had technical (21.1%) or tertiary 
qualifications (17.2%) and their educational 
status had not changed since 2011

•   32.9% of CaLD young adults were 
employed part time, and 15% were 
employed full time

•   the rate of full-time employment doubled
(30%) for the Western Australian 
counterparts but for those with part-time 
employment, it was slightly lower (30.2%) 
compared with CaLD young adults

•     13.4% of CaLD young adults were 
unemployed (an increase since 2011, when
it was 8.9%); while the unemployment rate for 
the Western Australian cohort was
lower (9.1%)
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Table 1:      Demographic and cultural backgrounds

Birthplaces # LOTE # Ancestry #

Philippines 6103 Mandarin 7862 Chinese 12944

India 5827 Tagalog 3170 Indian   6683

China (excludes SARs and Taiwan) 5470 Punjabi 1881 Filipino   5725

Malaysia 4465 Filipino 1847 English   3304

Singapore 2555 Cantonese 1824 Australian   1748

Zimbabwe 1946 Arabic 1762 Vietnamese   1589

Indonesia 1924 Vietnamese 1611 Indonesian   1355

Thailand 1648 Indonesian 1475 Afghan   1187

Vietnam 1648 Hindi 1261 Malay   1133

Afghanistan 1413 Thai    935 Thai   1105

Table 2:      Settlement pattern

Top 10 metropolitan LGAs # Regional LGAs with 100+ CaLD youth #

Canning (C) 7011 Kalgoorlie-Boulder (C) 464

Stirling (C) 6045 Bunbury (C) 295

Gosnells (C) 5490 Greater Geraldton (C) 259

Wanneroo (C) 4527 Karratha (C) 255

Swan (C) 3335 Albany (C) 254

Melville (C) 2694 Busselton (C) 179

Cockburn (C) 2340 Harvey (S) 179

Armadale (C) 1877 Broome (S) 170

Joondalup (C) 1833 Port Hedland (T) 149

Bayswater (C) 1806 Capel (S) 139

Note: C= City; S= Shire; T= Town

•  the rates of marriage (15.2%) and
volunteering (21.3%) were higher among
CaLD young adult females, compared
with their male cohorts (5.4% and 16.2%,
respectively). More engaged in volunteering
than in 2011 (16.3% and 12.2%, respectively,
for female and male cohorts). While the
rate of marriage was much lower for the
Western Australian cohort (5.8% and 2.8%,
respectively), it was similar for volunteering
(20.7% and 15.4%, respectively) in 2016.

•  64% of CaLD young adults had a weekly
income of less than $400 and negative
or no income at all (almost unchanged
since 2011); this compared to 45% of the
Western Australian cohort

•  78.2% of CaLD young adults lived
independently with family or non-family
members. The rate of homelessness
was 3% for CaLD young adults compared
with 1.2% for the Western Australian
counterparts
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